
DC MEANS BUSINESS: 
THE FINANCIAL SERVICES
ADVANTAGE
Washington, DC is more than the nation’s capital — it’s

an emerging hub for high-value financial services.

With strategic proximity to federal regulators,

international institutions, esteemed universities and a

deep bench of policy, tech and financial talent, DC offers

a dynamic environment for growth in finance, fintech, and

investment services.

Where Growth Is Happening*

1,930 
finance & insurance

businesses

Fast Facts: Financial Services in DC (2024)*

employed in the

sector

growth in financial businesses since 2020 — highlighting strong
business formation and a thriving entrepreneurial ecosystem.

15,024 2x
Average wage compared

to the DC average

 49%

Nondepository Credit Intermediation Other Investment Pools & Funds

 Alternative lending, fintech platforms, and consumer
finance leaders are expanding fast in: 

Digital innovation, nexgen payments, online insurance

in businesses
(66 → 314)

in employment 
(3,917 → 4,089)

375%

4%

From venture capital to ESG funds, DC is
attracting sophisticated investment entities:

90% 

208% 

 in businesses
(90 → 171)

in employment
(90 → 277)

*Source: Washington DC Economic Partnership, 2025 



Why DC for Financial Services?

Category 2020 2024 Growth

Businesses 1,299 1,930 +49%

Employment 17,287 15,024 -13%

Stay close to the action with access to the SEC, Treasury, Federal Reserve,

CFTC and global policy institutions.

DC boasts one of the highest concentrations of educated workforces in the

nation — with deep expertise in law, finance, policy, tech and regulation.

Proximity to Power

Elite Talent Pool

Though smaller in workforce than hospitality or healthcare, financial

services deliver outsized economic value and premium salaries.

High-Value, High-Wage Sector

With nearly 2,000 establishments and counting, homegrown startups and a

developed VC ecosystem, DC’s finance sector is focused and built for innovation.

A Thriving Business Environment

DC By The Numbers (2020 → 2024)
The trend: More firms, leaner operations,

digital-first models — reflecting industry-

wide shifts toward innovation and efficiency.

Connect with the Office of the Deputy Mayor for Planning and Economic Development (DMPED).

Learn how we can support your growth in DC. DC is open for financial business. Come build with us.

The Capital of Policy. A Rising Capital for Finance.
DC offers a unique platform at the intersection of government, global finance, and innovation.

Whether you're a fintech startup, investment fund, or established lender, the District provides

the infrastructure and connections to scale.

Source: Washington DC Economic Partnership, 2025 


