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College Track’s mission is to equip first-generation college scholars from historically underserved communities to earn bachelor’s degrees and pursue lives full of opportunity, choice, purpose, and power.
Since our founding in 1997, we’ve supported over 5,700 scholars nationwide on their journey to college and beyond — helping them advance economic mobility, civic engagement, and lifelong wellness.
College Track is proud to be the most comprehensive college completion program in the nation.
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Our Approach stands out�College Track is the most comprehensive college completion program in the nation.

First, one major difference is that our program model is holistic.�Our goal is to replicate the experience a scholar might have if they came from a highly resourced community and a highly resourced family.�We’ve thought carefully about every barrier that exists between a young person and a bachelor’s degree — and built our model to remove those barriers step by step.
Second, there’s the longevity of our program.�We make a 10-year promise to our scholars — supporting them from 9th grade all the way through college graduation and into their first job.�We walk with them through every major transition: from high school to college, and from college to career.�And it works — College Track scholars graduate at nearly twice the national rate for first-generation students, and 2.5 times the rate for low-income, first-generation students.
Finally, we are deeply rooted in the communities we serve.�We often describe College Track as a social mobility accelerator, because while talent is equally distributed, opportunity and access are not.�A bachelor’s degree remains one of the most powerful levers for upward mobility — it leads to higher earnings, greater civic engagement, and even better health outcomes.�And the impact is generational — when one scholar earns a bachelor’s degree, their siblings and even their children are more likely to do the same.





Our Results: College Graduation & Beyond
Six-Year College Graduation Rate*

First-Generation and Low-Income Students
Alumni Outcomes

Starting Institution:
Four-year

Starting Institution:
Two-year or Four-year

40%

63%

21%

55%

NATIONAL AVERAGE COLLEGE TRACK

89%
Employed or 
in graduate 

school
80% employed 

within one year of 
graduation

1 in 3
Recent 

graduates
complete college 

with zero debt

93%
Had internal 

advancement 
opportunities

within the 
past year
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While we’re really proud of the results we’ve achieved so far, we also recognize there’s still room to grow — and real opportunity to deepen our impact.
Looking ahead over the next decade, our goal is to raise our six-year college graduation rate from 54% to 75%. That would position College Track scholars among the top-performing demographics in the nation.
But our vision goes beyond just earning a degree. We know that flexible competencies — things like critical thinking, adaptability, and problem solving — are essential for success after college.
That’s why our program is designed to ensure that, no matter what path our scholars choose, they step into professional spaces with strong leadership and executive functioning skills — ready to thrive, lead, and make an impact.



Opened in 2019
60 initial scholars recruited in 2020

Lead by Dr. Latisha Chisholm

● 187 high school scholars
● 24 college scholars
● First graduating college class in 2027
● Partner with 9 DCPS schools, 11 schools in total
● Located in Ward 8

About College Track Southeast D.C.



College Track Southeast D.C. c/o 2025
● 40 ℅ 2025 scholars matriculated 

to college
○ 7  to College Track Partner 

Colleges & Universities
● 100% of 2025 HS seniors were 

accepted into four-year college or 
university

● Expansion & Capacity: In 

December, College Track Southeast 

D.C. will be moving to our new site 

at St. Elizabeths East. 
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Our site is based on the campus of Friendship Public Charter School Tech Prep Academy, right in Southeast D.C. We’ve been there since 2020, when we welcomed our very first class — 60 ninth-grade scholars.
Since then, we’ve seen incredible growth and impact. Today, we’re serving more than 179 students from D.C. Public Schools, starting with them as freshmen and staying by their side all the way through college.
Our team provides really hands-on, personalized support — everything from academic advising and college exposure, to help with applications, financial aid, and persistence coaching once they’re on campus. We even support them in finding internships that connect to their goals and build real-world experience.
This flagship site represents our deep commitment to the community and will offer more space for our scholars. We have a very diverse pool of partnerships both locally and nationally. College Track Southeast D.C. works closely with the District of Columbia Public Schools. (5 partner schools) to support more than 200 high school scholars and 25 college scholars (and counting) annually.  In our college program we have over 19 college partnerships nationwide where our students have access to specialized acceptance packages that include financial aid, and other support services unique to College Track scholars. 




Identity, Purpose, 
Career

Scholar Outcomes: 
-Purpose Statement 
-Visual representing 
Scholar identity, values, 
& community

Academic Skill 
Development

Some Scholar Artifacts: 
- Iterated Personalized 
Plan
- Goals Tracker

Social Emotional 
Wellness

Some Scholar Artifacts: 
- Self-Care Plans 
- Writing, artwork 
reflecting healthy 
coping skills & social-
emotional goals 

Financial Wellness

Some Scholar Artifacts: 
- Financial Aid materials
- College financial plan 

College Prep

Some Scholar 
Artifacts: 
- College Lists
- Personal Statement 
- College Application 
materials 

L.E.A.D. is scaffolded across 9th-12th grades so that Scholars will curate a portfolio that will serve as a 
reference point for college applications and resume-building. 

L.E.A.D Curriculum:

An Interdisciplinary, dynamic, engaging, student centered experience, 
cultivating passions and leadership abilities, and equipping scholars with the 

tools, knowledge and skills to reach their fullest potential



● Biggest barrier to college completion is 
financial need

● Our goal is to prepare scholars to make 
smart financial choices for college 
resulting in <$30K in debt

● Regular meetings w/ families/scholars 
to discuss college affordability

● Financial aid advising and planning

Financial Wellness in Our Programming
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Our program offers three main phases of support: College Readiness, College, and Alumni.

Most of our financial literacy programming happens during the College Readiness phase. For example, in 10th grade, scholars participate in our Money Talks session, where they conceptualize the impacts of financial stability vs financial stress, saving for college, and how to create financial goals and work towards them.

We also have interesting projects one called “The Book of Life” project  where scholars are asked to choose a career, research it’s average salary and then create a budget for their life. Rent, car note, utilities, savings etc. This is a really engaging way for our scholars to truly understand how the career they chose can affect their financial well-being in the future. 

Other financial readiness programming includes financial aid advising and planning. One of our big goals is for all of our scholars to graduate from college with zero debt. FAFSA is a big part of where we put our support and planning so tha scholars can graduate with affordable debt. 
During the College Readiness phase — in 11th and 12th grades — each family attends at least two financial aid workshops and participates in a college choice meeting with their college counseling advisor. This ensures that both scholars and families are fully prepared to make informed decisions about college and finances.

NEED: Financial literacy



Ways to Partner With Us!
● CT applications open until 10/31. 

Contact Katie Adenrele at 
kadenrele@collegetrack.org

● Host a financial literacy workshop for 
our HS or College Thrive scholars

● Join us 12/15 for our community grand 
opening at St. Elizabeths East 
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Slide 8: If you know any freshmen in your community who might be a great fit for College Track, please encourage them to apply! You can reach out to our recruitment specialist, Katie Andrenelle, for more information.
We’d also love to partner with anyone interested in hosting a financial literacy workshop. we're asking for help in our community to help our scholars understand how to make smart decisions and access necessary resources. This is an opportunity for leaders to talk about financial literacy even to the level of familiarizing our students with terms such as high interest, high yield, fixed rate etc — either for our high school students during the school year or for our rising college freshmen over the summer through SYEP. We have a large cohort each year — last year, over 85 students participated. If you’d like to host a session, please reach out to me, and I’ll connect you with the right person on our team.
Finally, we’d love to celebrate with our community partners at our community opening event on December 15, marking our move to the new facilities on St. Elizabeth’s campus. This will be a perfect opportunity to meet our Executive Site Director and interact with our scholars in person.
On the next slide, you’ll see my contact information. Please reach out if you’d like to attend, and I’ll make sure you receive a formal invitation.

mailto:kadenrele@collegetrack.org


Contact: Rebecca Coleman
Rcoleman@CollegeTrack.org 

Thank You!
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