
John Patrick Brown
jpb@gdllaw.com

Kate M. Olson
kmo@gdllaw.com

August 5, 2014

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL

Mr. Matthew Le Grant
Zoning Administrator
Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs
1100 4th Street, S.W., Room 3100
Washington, DC 20024

Re: 1724 Massachusetts Avenue, NW
Square 158, Lot 80 (“Property”)

Dear Mr. Le Grant:

This firm is counsel to the Embassy of Colombia (the “Embassy”). The Embassy is
considering purchasing the Property to be used as a new Chancery.1 Negotiations for the
Property are currently under way and we are seeking confirmation from you that this Property
may be used as a Chancery as a “matter-of-right”.

The Property is zoned DC/SP-1 (located in the Dupont Circle Overlay). It is also within
the Massachusetts Avenue Historic District. The Property is currently used as an office building
by the American Legacy Foundation, a non-profit organization, as evidenced by the attached
existing Certificate of Occupancy No. 900457, issued in 2008. Exhibit A.

Background on the Construction and Use of the Property

 SCI Corporation, an international organization, sought and received Board of
Zoning Adjustment (“BZA” or “Board”) approval to construct the existing office
building on the Property in 1978 for specified office uses, pursuant to BZA Order
12583. Exhibit B. In Paragraph 27 of its Order, the Board stated that use of the
office building “will be limited to those uses specified in Paragraph 4101.42 [“SP
Office Uses”] of the Zoning Regulations. These include chancery uses, offices of
non-profit organizations, . . .” The office building served as the headquarters for
the National Cable Television Association (“NCTA”) for many years.

1 The Chancery is currently located at 2118 Leroy Place, NW.
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 Still under the ownership of SCI Corporation (with NCTA as the only tenant), an
addition was approved by BZA Order 15447 (1991) Exhibit C.

 In 2007 the American Legacy Foundation, the current owner, purchased the
Property and, after making interior renovations, moved into the building in 2008
and has been there ever since.

Based on the BZA approval for construction and the use of the Property for “SP Office
Uses”, including specifically a chancery, it is well established that the Chancery of Colombia
may use this Property as a matter-of-right without having to seek review by the Foreign Missions
Board of Zoning Adjustment (“FMBZA”). Beyond the specific prior Board approval of a
Chancery use, the current Zoning Regulations would allow the conversion of the Property to
“general office, including chancery” as a matter-of-right based on BZA Order No. 12583
approving the “SP Office Uses”. 11 DCMR Section 501.3.

Based on this attached information, we have prepared a draft zoning confirmation letter
for your review and if acceptable, transmittal on your letterhead to us.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. If you need any additional information,
please do not hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely,

GREENSTEIN DELORME & LUCHS, P.C.

By:____________________________
John Patrick Brown, Jr.

By:____________________________
Kate M. Olson
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EXHIBIT C
















